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IN THIS ISSUE
James H. Purdy, author of the
"Fort Marcy Office r's Residence"
article (poge 12 ), is presently em ployed as an Historian at the State
Records Center and Archives in
Santa Fe. Active in the state's histor ic preservation program, he is
the author of Volume II of The His-
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toric Preservation Program fa r New
Mexico and serves as vice-chairman

af the Histor ic Santa Fe Foundation.
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Fort Marcy Off icer 's Residence

o

12

-by Ja mes H. Purdy

The article an the Fort Marcy
Officer's Residence is a continuing
series devoted to the recording of
the architectural heritage of New
Mexico . The series is made possible
by the continuing support of the
New Mexico Arts Commission . The
staff af NMA is sincerely grateful
for this support.
-JPC
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a new High Rise
for Albuquerque
FEATURING PRESTRESSED CONCRETE
The new Two Park Plaza High Rise office building
in Albuquerque contains 100,000 square feet of
lease office space on ten floors plus a garden level
restaurant area.
105,000 square feet of precast-prestressed twin
tee roof and floor members were used plus 6,900
lineal feet of prestressed-precast channel wall
panels.
Prestressed concrete again adds to the attractiveness of the Albuquerque skyline.
'lasT IATIOIl L "II

I

ARCHITECT-Jerry Torr & Associates
STRUCTU RAL ENGINEER-Randy Ho lt & Associates
CONTRACTOR-George A . Rutherford, Inc.

PRESTRESSED' :.
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
1304 Menaul Blvd., N. E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87105

albuquerque public library

4

(50 5)

345-5671

stevens mallory pearl & campbell , architects- a.l.a
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Before fire makes it too hot
for steel,talk toZonolite
about the kind offire
•
Insurance
you spray on.
It's Zonolltev Mono-Kote, the compound that
fireproofs steel and concrete. And does it so
well that its fire-res istance ratings range up
to 5 hours, depending on the structural system it' s part of.
Mono-Kote comes ready to use. Just add
water. And spray. It pumps easily-as high
as 50 stories . Goes on fast. Delivers a bond
strength of more than 500 pounds per square
foot.
Other features? Indeed! Like zero erosion,
after being tested in 100 m.p.h. winds for 87
hours. Result: no "dusting" in air-conditioning and ventilating systems. Also, its use permits reduction in the thickness of conc rete
floors . Cost? Very little.
Want all the facts and figures from the
Zonolite fireproofing experts? Say the word.

Consultation
Planning
Design
LaYOut
Criteria, skill, artistry and
experience are fused to
produce laboratory furniture
meeting the most exact ing
requ irements of contemporary
science educators and arch itects.
Un its immediately available and
within the reach of any
school or institutional budget .
Architects use our design consultation services for:
Science Labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories I
Libraries / Auditorium Seating / Home Economics
Labs / Gymnasiums

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
ALLIED SUPPLY CO.
2122 Central , SE
Phone 243 -1776
Albuquerque , N . M.
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fLE_
SHIELD

~~~~

Heavy texture coating for virtually all types
of exterior and interior surfaces. Durable,
waterproof, flexi ble.

used on the exterior of the new
J. Korber & Co. Building
2400 Menaul Blvd., Albuquerque

W~PAINT

Architect : Stevens, Mall ory, Pearl & Campbell
Painting Contractor : Keers, Inc.

Mfg . Company, Albuquerque, N.M. 877 -5050

KALWALL® SYSTEMS FOR
ENERGY SAVING BUILDINGS!

KalwaD is a co mplete, tranalucent, insulating waD
-

or roof -

system!

KalwaD Ie.. )' 0 . u n heoadDc _d.ir coDdi. a It CUI ban a li«ht Ir . . . . .i..Joa • • Iue
~ eDerU - UMI uee the 1N111 ffterc
r..u. betw eee J c:r~ arul85 9'DI
.. ,"eD. ve-wr .ch-.D~ Ie . .n on artiIl. • It r . . b•• e Shadi .. CcwtrICWa" f,...
.1aI IIPliDa••"" ..... pki
Uo
.85 to 1_ tbau .061

PLASTECO
SKYLIGHTS
RESI DENTIAL, COMMERCIAL
& CUSTOM - SEE SWEET'S 7.8/PL
Now represented in New Mexico by
William W. Douglass, Inc.
Albuquerque, N. M. 87109
294-5326
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ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY

dee l••

CUr,'

Wrile or pIao.e Mr. BNrc k.ller. Vice Preeide.t. for C! OIIIpl ete inform .tloa .

Sub-soi I Investigations
For Structura l and Dam Foundations

As much as 86%
*en<lfllY
savings over

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt SerVice

single g1assl

Laboratory Ana lysis and
Evaluation of Construct ion Materials

6

Geo. B. McGill Co., Inc.

McGill - Stephens, Inc.

3530 - C Pan American N.E .
Albuquerque 87107

4100 Rio Bravo

Phone 505/345-4501

Phone 915/544-4505

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

sc. Suite 320

EI Paso. Texas 79902

532 Jefferson St. N.E. Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5- 1322

N MA Ju ly · August 1975

P. O. Box 4101
Albuquerque
New Mex ico

EMBLEM

OF

QUALITY

IN

LABORATORY FURNITURE
ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE
COMBINED WITH DURABILITY
AND QUALITY PROVIDE THE
FINEST IN LABORATORY
FURNITURE.

DON J. CUMMINGS CO., INC .
345-3451
ALBUQUERQUE , NEW MEXICO

Classic, sirnple to install,
fireproof, weatherproof, made
of concrete, yet lighterthan
clay, stronger than clay at a
fraction of the cost ofclay.

Oentury roof tile, inc.
NMA July · August 1975

2700 Second St.• S. W.
Albuque rque, New Mex ico 87102
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"I asked the brickwhat itliked and the brick said,'I like anarch?"
Lou is I. Kahn

Rum or s that th er e is a more
exp ress ive buildin g syste m than masonry
ar e totally with out foundation .

00

TheInternational
Masonry Institute
Su; te IOOI . 823IS,h Sr., N .W.
Wa !iihin';l on . D .C . 2000~

(!)

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO

NMSA TO MEET
IN SANTA FE
IN OCTOBER
Mark Your Calendar Now!

Th e Santa Fe Chapter, AlA is
to be host for the New Mexico Society of Architects annual meeting in Octob er. This will be an
intriguing, salty, spicy, absorbing,
engrossing, piq uant, zestful, and
yes, glamorous two day meeting.
There will be spea kers, awa rds,
food, beverages, and good fellowship.
BE WISE. Mark your calendar.
Plan ahea d. Th e dates : Octob er
24-25, 1975, the place: somewhere
in Santa Fe.
A LETTER TO N MA
Editor :

If you haven't seen or had your
atte ntion called to the littl e salut e
to the Albuquerque Airport which
a p p e a r s in Robert Sommer's
TIGHT SPACES; HARD ARCHITECTURE AND HOW TO HUMANIZE IT, you may be interested in it.
Below a photograph of an area
of th e airport lobby, the following
caption appea rs:

"The Albuquerque airport is an
exception to the generally sociofugal layout. Chairs are grouped
around tabl es inlaid with brightly colored tiles. Th e men's restroom has a conversational ant eroom, something th at is very
common in women's restrooms
but unh eard of in men's."
Since Sommer has for th e most
part very harsh things to say about
airport disregard for human comfort and well-being , it is too bad
that this littl e tribute to New Mexican concern for them is not traceable through the indexl
Sincerely,
Hester Miller, Head
Fin e & Performing Arts Dept.
Albuquerque Publi c Library

ATTENTION : ARIZONA AlA M EMBERS
In the January-Febru ary, 1975, issue of ARIZONA ARCHITECT
it was announced that "we will be discontinuing complimentary subscriptions" to the AlA memb ers outside Arizona. For over 16 years we
have been exchanging magazines between our two states' AlA members.
New Mexico architects have appreciated and enjoyed the Arizona Architect; it has always been a pro vocati ve, environmental crusader. We hop e
that it shall continue to speak out on vital issues.
Also, we are well aware of th e constantly increasing costs of publishing and mailing. New Mexico Architecture is currently being sent
to over 300 Arizona architects, which brings me to th e decision taken
by the New Mexico Society of Architects at its last Board of Dir ectors
meeting :
Arizona architects who wish to continue receiving NEW iMEXI CO
ARCH I TECTU RE must subscribe. Th is issue will be your last complimentary copy I
NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE
P. O. Box 7415
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104
Payment enclosed . . . . 1 year subscription $5.00
Name,

_

Address
City
A LETTER:
TO MEMBERS OF THE
BUIL DING TEA M
I'm correspond ent in the southwestern region for BUILDING
DESIGN & CONST RUCTION
magazine, which is mailed monthly to more than 50,000 architects,
engineers and gene ral contractors
across our nation.
My assignment is to gather news
and information about unusu al
and innovative commercial-industrial-institutional design and construc tion projects. Then BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION editors, to whom I report
each month , select for publication
those projects which they judge
to be newsworthy enough for national coverag e.
Please note that the maga zine
normally does not publish reports
of residential , apa rtments, roads ,
bridges, dams or water/ sewag e
plants.
Appropriate black and whit e
glossy photographs, or copies of
NMA July · A ugust 1975

_
, Arizona Zip,

_

B O O KS PUB L ISHED
A compilation of environmental
resources for teachers and a report to college admini strators on
how to make the physical plant
respond to changing conditions
have just been published by Education al Facilities Laboratories.
Th e two books, Learning About the
Built En Vironment, and Campus
in Transition, which are widely
different in subject and audience,
illustrate EFL's new and diverse
publi shing program.

architectural renderings, usually
increase the chances of acceptance
for reporting in th e pages of
BUILDING DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION magazine.
Please let me know about your
newsworthy projects.
Walt Leonard
Southwest
correspond ent
BUILDING DESIGN
& CONSTRUCTION
P. O. Box 8009
Phoenix, Ariz. 85066
9

WORKSHOP ON
BARRIER FREE DESIGN
PLANNED FOR SEPT .

Th e Design and Plan ning Assistance Center ( DPAC) and the
University of New Mexico will
sponsor a workshop on designing
barri er free environmen ts for physically handi capp ed peo ple.
Th e one day workshop is scheduled for Friday, September 12,
and will be held in Albuq uerq ue.
Over one hundred pro fessionals
from throughout the state are expect ed to attend the workshop.
On e purpose of the workshop
is to develop awareness in the
mind s of design pro fessionals of
the need for barrier free env ironments. Anothe r purpose is to familiari ze I pro fessionals with the
techniques for crea ting barrier
free environments.
Th e workshop will have both
awa reness and techn ical sessions.
Th e techni cal sessions will cover
building codes, federal and sta te
laws pe rta ining to barrier free design, and successful existing designs.
Th e DPAC is an educational
and community service organi zation sponsored by the Architecture
Department of the University of
New Mexico.
Any architec t, planner or draftsperson who is interested in atte nding the workshop an d would like
further informa tion can con tac t :
Design and Plann ing
Information Center
106A Cornell N. E.
A lbuq uerque, N. M. 871 06
(505) 277-3647
10

THE SEVERO BACA HOUSE, SOCORRO, N.M.,
IS NO MORE!

ARSON , APATHY AND THE BULLDOZER
Th e Severo Baca House was
purchased by the City of Socorro
as a mun icipal building in 1969,
by th e administration und er then
mayor, Holm O. Bursum. Th e
hou se was built about 1889 during th e prosperou s years of mining and railroad construction in
and about Socorro.
Severo Baca, one of the town's
wea lthiest merchan ts and leadin g
citizens, buil t the two-story adobe
struc ture to hous e his business and
his famil y. By the 1880's, Severo
was adve rtising his merch andise
in the local newspap er: dry goods,
groceries, clothing , and 0 t h e I'
goods typical of a general store .
His prosperity reflec ts an acu te
ability as a mercha nt and an eye
for pub lic rela tions-directly behind the house was his well-kept
vine yard and customers were regularly offered a sample when they

came into the store.
Th e Baca Hou se was built on a
centra l hallway plan with three
approximately eq ual - sized rooms
along eac h side of the hall. Th e
secon d floor plan was similar to
the lower and served as the living quarters for the family.
Th e wa lls showe d traces .of early
wallpa pering, as well as later plastering and painting. Th e floors
were of wooden planks which
were at one time covered with an
early form of linoleum. In the rear
rooms of the lower level, there
was some evidence of ceilings
composed of heavy muslin drawn
tight over the raft ers. In the rema inder of the rooms, the ceilings were of corruga ted iron
sheets. In most cases, this corrugated iron was painted . Th e multiple front entrances on the lower
floor attes ted to the business cha rContinued poge 11 fJIf'"

Mayor Eugene Coulson, City Clerk Jean Fraissinet and Building Inspector James Cole view the destruction. They appeal' relieved that their
responsibility for preservation is at an end!
NMA Ju ly· August 1975

--

:-

acter of the first floor. A balcon y
and intri cate wood en trim were
the distinguishing feature of the
front of the house. Th e building
was cha racterized by carpent erstyle scrollsaw trim. Exterior windows and doors were typically territorial.
Th e house was listed on the
Stat e Register of Cultural Properties an d on the Nation al Register of Histori c Places.
During 1973 and 1974, the restoration of the Severo A. Baca
Hou se, as a City Hall for Socorro,
N. M., seemed to proceeding well.
In July of 1973 the City Council
granted $1,000.00 to the Socorro
County Bicent enni al Committee as
matchin g fund s to begin, at least,
immedi ate stabili zation w 0 r k.
Early in 1974, pr eliminary ar chitectu ral drawin gs and cost estimates were mad e for the restoration of the structure and for the
adaption of the interiors for municipal use. Various granting agencies, including the New Mexico
Bicent enni al Commi ssion, w e re
being contacted for fund s; thin gs
were looking good.
But the pr esent mayor and city
council , who appa rently never
were enthusiastic, were beginnin g
to tum away from the Baca Hous e
proj ect. Th e hou se was offered
for sale; int erest was expressed
by pot enti al bu yers. But , vandals
and arsonists got to the building;
a fire set by an arsonist occurred
in Decemb er 1974. Damage was
sustained but not beyond recovery, yet. Th e increasingly delapi dated house sat and wait ed , until
a high wind in lat e Jun e of this
year blew parts of the roof about
Socorro. This was it!! Th e city
council rush ed ah ead ; th e bull dozer gleefully plowed into the
heavy adobe walls. It took city
crews only thr ee days to compl ete
the job, the Severo Baca Hou se
(c. 1889-1975) was no more. One
more piece of history has been
erased. With each loss, what remains becomes even more important. Politi cs, pro gress, financial
expe diency must not erase all.
JPC
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Although it looks like this now, as the Edgar Lee Hewett House

66The For t Marcy O Hicer?s Residen ce- =
A Case for R enovation?? by James H. Purdy
Today in Sant a Fe at 116 Lincoln Avenue and
135 Grant Avenu e curious individuals can still view
two surviving officer's residences constructed by the
U. S. Anny in the early 1870's as part of the Fort
Marcy Military Reservation. Th e post served as
headquarters for the Military District of New Mexico and the two buildings are not only the sole
remnants of seven original officer's residences but
are the only two extant adobe stru ctures in the entire nation utilizing a modification of the Army's
"Plan C."
The house at 116 Lincoln Avenu e, or the "Fort
Marcy Officer's Residence" as it is officially listed
on the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties, has retained much more of its original fabric than its survivin g sister structure, the A. M.
Bergere House at 135 Grant Avenue. The latt er
has been the victim of several alterations over the
years while the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence has
12

not been changed beyond the poin t where renovation is feasible.
The story of the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence
on Lincoln Avenue prop erly begins with the peaceful occupation of New Mexico by Brigadi er-General
Steph en Watt s Kearn y a qu arter of a century before the actua l construction of th e building. On
August 18, 1846 Kearn y acce pted the surrender of
New Mexico from Acting Governor Juan Baut ista
Vigil y Alarid. The following day, Kearn y ord ered
Lieutenants William H Em ory and Jeremy F. Gilmer
to reconnoiter Santa Fe for a location suitab le for
the construction of a fort. A site about 600 yards
northeast of the Plaza on a hill which was "the only
point which commands the entire town and which
itself is commanded by no other" was quickly selected and an adobe fort name d for Secretary of
Wa r William L. Marcy was built, however it was
never garrisoned nor used. Instead , the buildings

N M A Ju ly · A ug us t 1975

it once looked like this, as the Fort Marcy Officer's Hou se. Drastic cosme tics, to be sure, but neith er drastic
nor irrevocable structural alterations.

Rema inder of
Original

Original

Present

NM A July · Aug ust 1975
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Santa. fe •New Mexico.

Hou se number 16 fac in g
lincoln Ave. is the " Fort
Marcy Officer's Residence"
of t h is art ic le. House number 13 is tod ay the A. M.
Ber gere Hou se.

~:l ll t a

Trail, Lead ing Nort h

Fe

Han~f'.

Santn F(' Ar:to( 'm\".

,rIan Church

Hoopital .
Officers' Quarters .
Grsat Stree t, looking North.

NJloIi.",,· lIarr:l.k.. 11';1'1'" or the l'o- t.

UIIi(· .",' Quartrrs.
I'ulaee Avenue , lookine 1-:",1.

('RnOn o f the Itill :-Olanla F.·,
Th e Fort ,
ctl.1 :-O( tllll i..II I ; II \ 'I · r1
Pnlaee Hotel.
Res idence of Gen. L. P. Bradley, ("om',11! Hi"l.
<il'nt>nll (Ulic',.,.,

TU/'Mr /1ln' o/ '''e tAr« rutdnK"/Mirtl) Grrln' S/r ff l Ira , " " qtlo , '"_01 Lz.] ',t'_irlNl I Grntt' o ftd! em il• . voll. " 1M , r Yi /flj Sott1o F~. ("

J"".

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF NEVV MEXICO.
FORT MARCY.

(S a nt . :

Fe ••

Th e house in w hich Presiden t U. S. Gra nt and family icere q uartere d, as ref erred to in th e engraving
abo ve, is today th e A. M . Bergere House at 135 Grant Auen ue .
d irectl y north of th e Pal ace of th e Go vern ors whic h
had housed tro op s of th e Presidio of Sant a Fe since
the 1700's durin g both Spa nis h and Mexican peri od s we re utilized by th e Arm y of Occupati on. These
structures w er e bounded b y present Grant Avenue on
th e west , Paseo d e Peralta on th e north, W ashin gt on
Avenue on th e eas t and Palace Aven ue on th e sou th.
During th e Ci vil W ar, Confederate forces from
T exas under th e com ma nd of Gen er al H enry H. Sibley inva ded lew Mexico from th e E l Paso area in
Janu ary, 1862 an d moved up the Rio Grande. T o
meet the threat Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, Commander of th e D epartment of New Mexico, march ed
rap idl y sou th from Sant a Fe with mo st of th e regular army, reinforced by th e territorial militia , leaving Major James L. Donaldson in ch ar ge of a sma ll
garr ison in the capital. Following th e d ef eat of th e
Union forc e at th e Battle of Valverde, south of Socorro,
. M., F ebruary 21, 1862, th e T exans, whose
goal was th e ca p ture of Fort Union, th e "gua rd ian
of th e Santa F e Trail ," marche d up the Hio Grand e
and occupied Alb uque rq ue . With th e imminent
th reat of occupa tion, Major D on aldson on March 5
aba nd one d th e ca pita l an d escorte d T erritor ial Govern or H enry Connelly to Las Veg as and th en mar ch ed north to th e comparative safet y of Fort U nion.
Ei ght days later , Santa F e fell easy prey to th e
Confederat es and was occupied by Major Charles
L. Pyron with a for ce of seventy men . On Mar ch 23,
Major Pyron w as joine d by th e rem aind er of his
com mand b rin ging his tot al stre ng th to 270. This
force was quart ered in th e Palace of th e Governors
and th e old milit ary buildings to the north until
March 25 wh en Major Pyron march ed his troops
ea st toward Fort Union.
At th e sam e tim e troops from Fort Union reinforc ed by th e Colorado Volunteers wer e marching

to ward Sa n ta F e. On March 26 Pyron's forc es wer e
d efeat ed b y a lar ge Union force led b y Major John
~I. Chiv ing ton at th e western en tra nce to Gloriet a
Pass, tw elve mil es sou the ast of Santa F e. The 7th
and part of th e 4th Regiments of Texas Mounted
Volunteer s commanded b y Lieutenant-Colonel William R. Scurry reinforced Pyron on th e 27th. The
followin g day, th e combined Confed erate troops
eng aged Union forces consisting of U. S. Army regulars, ew Mexico Militia and th e Colora do Volunteer s a t G lorieta Pass in a battle of te n ca lled "the
Gettysb urg of th e W est ." Scurry had all but wo n
the battle wh en he learned th at his supply train had
been d estroyed b y a rear ac tion attack.
W ith th eir dream s of conq ues t crus he d, th e Confederate troops withdrew to Santa Fe briefly before
beginning th eir retreat down th e Rio Grande on
April 7. Captain George W . Howland, U.S.A. , reoccupied Santa F e on April 10 and found about 250
sick and wounded Confederates as w ell as some d eserte rs still in th e military complex.
Fort Marcy Military Reservation consisting of
about 17 ac res w as create d by Presid ent Andrew
Johnson 's Execu tive Order of Au gu st 28, 1868. This
reservation incorporated th e earlier Sp ani sh and Mexican period military quarters which were subsequently razed and rep laced in the early 1870's by new and
larger military structures.
Qu arter s for th e commanding officer were established north of th e Pal ace of th e Go vernors fronting W ashingt on Avenue wh er e th e Santa Fe National Bank is now locat ed. Six other ad obe houses for
com miss ioned offi cers and their families w er e also
constructe d utilizin g a modification of th e U. S.
Army's sta nd ard "Plan C : ' These six homes con sisting of two-story buildings with a cross-gable roof
wer e symme trically positioned so that half of th e

NMA July· August 1975

1~

r~

-l

~J

=~

T

~~ : :-::;;

~

. ' _I;

0

.,;

'"
,.

L

-

.. '.

I'::

0

I

III

0

0

[}

t::oJ
'I

0

1

r
,.-IL.'- -

~

-~

ol

~

"

"'
~c

C-

-\ ,_I

I
I

••

1

o

.-

~"

..

•'" !

u

houses faced Lincoln Avenu e and half faced Grant
Avenue. Of these seven officer's residences and the
twenty-five service and housing structures including
an earlier officers' qu art ers south of the Federal
Building, only the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence
and the A. M. Bergere House have survived.
At the time of constru ction the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence formed an "L" shaped structure
havin g a cross-gable tin-pleated roof crowned with
thr ee fired brick chimneys and was situa ted on land
which had formerly served as the post garden. The
exterior walls were plastered with adobe and the
two front come rs were scored to simulate dressed
stone quoin s. A full porch supported by eight sq uared columns and having a wooden floor and decorative railing was situated on the front of the building, while an "L" shaped porch of similar construction, minus the railing , ran along the rear of the
house. The original building also contained eighteen
double hun g window s with dark green shutte rs. The
front door was framed with panels containing fif16

T he floor plan of "modi fied
Plan C." Th e only maior wa ll
alt ered by the re-mo de ling in
1916 is th e front w all of th e
front right room. This wall was
removed to enla rge th e room ,
as can be see n in the Hewett
H ouse photograp h on page 12.
Th e rear "L" was filled in to
form an oth er room for Dr.
Hewet t's use, b ut th e original
exterior icalls of th e "L" are all
in place.

teen panes of glass; this has not been altered. Four
doors also existed in the rear of the original structur e and pr ovided access to a rear porch from the
southwestern comer room as well as the western
wing or kitchen. Adjacent to the west wall of the
kitchen were two small rooms which were most
likely used as storerooms.
The activities at Fort Marcy Military Reservation
were somewha t limited and consisted mainly of presenting band concer ts and firing gun salutes for such
occasions as the misnamed "Tertio-Millenial Celebration of 1882." The Fort Marcy Officer's Residence
was designated as quarters for the Paymaster. With
little appa rent need for the post, the Army abandone d
the Fort Marcy Military Reservation on October 10,
1894 and the post "was by Executi ve Ord er of Jun e
15, 1895, placed und er the custod y of the Int erior
Departm ent for disposal und er the Act of July 5,
1884, being 'An Act to Provide for the disposal of
aban doned and useless military reservations, . . . ."
Until such disposal could be accomplished, the p rop-
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Lincoln Street c. 1885. The house at numb er 116, th e remallllllg Fort Marcy Officer's House, is the one to
the left. Carticright's Hardware and the Sears Buildin g occupy the sites of the other two houses.

erty was to be administered by th e Co vern or of
New Mexico as Cu stodi an of the Fort Marcy Aban don ed Milit ary Reservation.
During this period th e six officer's qu arters were
utili zed by political lead ers and oth er prominent New
Mexicans as rent -free resid ences. On October 19,
1900 Secretary of the Interior E. A. Hitchcock granted permi ssion to Judge John R. McFi e to legally occupy th e officer's residence at 116 Lincoln Avenu e
where he and his family had been living for sometime prior to the Secretary's action.
Judge McFi e came to New Mexico in 1884 aft er
having been appointed Register of th e Unit ed States
Land Offic e at Las Cruces. He held this post until
Decemb er 17, 1885 when he became a law partner
of Judge Simon B. Newcomb. In March, 1889 McFi e
was appointed Associate Justice of th e New Mexico
Territorial Supreme Court. Serving five terms , Judge
McFi e remained upon th e Supreme Court bench
longer than any oth er judge during th e Territorial
period. With his retirement in 1912 Judge McFi e resum ed his private law practice.
An extr emely civic-minded individual, Judge McFie was pr esident of th e New Mexico Archa eological
Society for thirty-two years , president of th e Board
of Regents of th e College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts in Las Cruces ( now New Mexico State
Univ ersity ) for seven years and a found er and member of the board of dir ectors of th e Presbyterian Sanitorium in Albuquerque. He also served continuously
as a memb er of th e Managing Committee of th e

School of American Archaeology ( renamed the School
of American Research following incorporation in
1917 ) and was pr esid ent of th e Board of Regents
of the Museum of New Mexico from its establishment until his death on Jul y 12, 1930.
In 1909 th e Territory of New Mexico entered into a compac t with th e Archa eological Institute of
Americ a (centered in Washington, D.C. ) which result ed in Chapter Four of th e Laws of 1909: "An
Act to Establish a Museum for th e Territory of New
Mexico and for Other Purposes." This legislation
pro vided for rent -free use of the Palace of th e Governors as headquarters for the School of American
Archa eology ( founded in Santa F e in 1907 and an
affiliate of the Archa eological Institute of America )
with th e exception of rooms on th e east end of the
building reserved for th e use of th e Historical Society of New Mexico; a Board of Regents consisting
of six memb ers, three of which would be members
of the Mana ging Board of the School of American
Archa eology; an annual appropriation of at least
$5,000.00 and a stipulation that the director of the
School of American Archa eology would also serv e as
dir ector for th e Museum of New Mexico with his
salary paid by sourc es oth er than Territorial funds .
Th e School of American Archa eology ( Research ) and
the Museum of New Mexico were thus united until
1959 when legislative action separated the Museum's
administration from that of the School.
An 1885 photograph of th e building indicates that
the struc ture changed little during th e U. S. Army's
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Th e roof ph otograph , above, shou:s th e
original pitched roof in th e kit ch en "L" .
And just behind th e tico high false-front
adobe uialls on th e seco nd floor can be
see n th e original pitch ed roof that runs
perp endicular to th e front facade w h ich
faced Lin coln A venu e.
Th e photograph, to th e left, shows how
th e plast er has simply been applied to th e
underside of the [unction of th e two original intersectin g pit ched roofs.
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own ership and use of the property. However, during
Judge Mcf'ie's occupancy the entire reservation fell
into a state of disrepair because of a lack of General
Land Office maintenance funds and th e Judge had
to spend $250.00 to mak e th e resid ence liveable.
Judge McFie and his famil y lived in the old
offic er's residence until January 5, 1904 wh en the
Fort Marcy Abandoned Military Reservation was
conv eyed to th e City of Santa Fe which in tum transferred th e property to th e Santa Fe Board of Education on the 9th of th e following month. Th e board
sold th e property to Henry P. Bradshar on November
16, 1905 and on June 1 of th e following year he con veyed th e house and property to Cleofas M. Jaramillo. Th e daughter of Arroyo Hondo merchantfarm er Juli an Martinez and his wife Marina Lucero ,
Cl eofas M. Jaramillo published various books con cerning New Mexico including Shadows of th e Past
and Romance of a Little Villa ge Girl as well as being th e founder of La Socied ad Folklorica in 1935.
Her hu sband, Venc eslao Jaramillo, was a member
of both th e Territorial House of Representatives and
Council. A member of Governor Miguel A. Ot ero 's
staff, he also serv ed as secretary and tr easurer of
th e Board of Trustees for th e New Mexico Reform
School at El Rita from 1903 to 1909.
H is unlik ely, how ever, that th e Jaramillos occupied th e Fort Marcy Offi cer's Resid enc e, sinc e
at the tim e th ey had just built a new hom e on Griffin Street north of the historic Pinckney R. Tully
House, The old offic er's resid ence most likely served only as speculative property. On March 20, 1916
Paul A. F. Walters, acting as an agent for F rank
Springer, purchased th e property from Cleofas Jaramillo. An ed itor, postmaster, attorney, writer, banker
and a member of th e Board of Regents of th e Mu seum of New Mexico, Walt ers was also Executive
Secretary of th e School of American Archaeology in
1916 wh en he transferred th e property to Springer
just eight days aft er purchasing it.
Attorney Frank Springer came to New Mexico
in 1873 settling in Cim arron wh ere he published Th e
Cimarron News and was att orney for th e Maxw ell
Land Grant Company. In 1883 he moved to Las
Vegas and maintained his resid ence th ere until his
death in 1927. El ected to th e Territorial Councils
of 1880-1881 and 1901-1902, Springe r was also pr esident of th e ormal School ( New Mexico Highl ands
Univ ersity ) for five years. He also serv ed as a member of the Board of Regents of the Museum of New
Mexico and was pr esid ent of the Managing Board
of the School of Americ an Hesearch,
In 1916, at his own expe nse, Springer had the
Fort Marcy Officer's Resid ence modified into th e
pr evailing Spanish-Pueblo architectural style to serv e
as a resid enc e for Dr. Edgar Lee Hewett, director
of both th e Mu seum of ew Mexico and th e School
of American Research, and on September 20, 1917
gav e th e building to th e School. Th e front porch was
removed, as well as th e wall extending from the front

door to the northeast comer of th e house. The two
original windows which had be en in this wall were
utilized in the construction of a new southwest comer
room and th e original northeast comer room was
extende d to th e east. In place of this porch, a portal
with two rounded post s, corbels and protruding vigas
was constructed. Th e original cross gable roof was
ret ain ed but the walls were extended upward in
ord er to create firewalls and obscure the roof from
view . Th e brick chimneys were likewise kept but
were encased in plaster to give th em an adobe appearance. Canales were added for drainage purposes
but because of th e cross gable roof, they were located at different elevations which would have been
an impossibility on a flat roofed house.
Th e rear of the property has received several additions throughout th e years , including the removal
of the "L" shaped porch and creation of two rooms
on th e southwest comer. The entire building has
been stuccoed resulting in much of th e original exterior woodwork being plastered over and the shutters being removed. A rock buttress was added to th e
north wall to further styliz e the building and the two
small storage sheds in th e rear were razed. In 1921
an attached structure was built to the west of the
building utilizing material from th e old Exchange
Hot el which had form erly been situated on the southeast comer of th e Plaza. Th e new structure provided
housing for school and mus eum employees and pr esently serves as a resid enc e for th e museum custodian.
Born in Warren County, Illinois November 23,
1865, Dr. Hewett continued to occupy th e structure
until just prior to his death on December 31, 1946.
In 1898 he had resigned from the Colorado Normal
School in Greeley to acc ept th e position as th e first
pr esid ent of th e ew Mexico Normal School at Las
Vegas. During thi s period, how ever, his int ens e interest in th e rapidly developing discipline of archeology increasingly led him away from the field of
ed ucation. He was particularly concerned with protecting
ew Mexico's rich archeological heritage
and played a prominent role in the pas sag e of th e
first fede ral legislation for histori c preservation. In
the spring of 1903 Congressman John F. Lac ey, Hepresentative from Iowa and chairman of the House
Committee on Public Lands, visited Hewett who
took th e congressman on a two-week hors eback tour
ew Mexico.
of threaten ed archeologi cal sites in
On e result of this trip was the Lac ey Law ( an Act
for the Preservation of American Antiquities ) passed
by Congress in 1906. In th e same year as Lacey's
visit, Hewett left the Normal School to devote his
full atte ntion to arch eology and began his studies
for a doctorate at the Uni versity of Gen eva in Switzerland. During th e next four years , he traveled wid ely conducting field work in connection with his
gra duate study. On January 2, 1907 he was appointed director of th e School of American Arch aeology
and th e following year, received his Ph.D. In 1909
he was also made director of th e Museum of New
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Th e A. M. Be rgc re H ouse at 135 Grant AceFar more rem od eled than th e Fort Marcy
Officer's H ouse at 116 Lin coln Acenue, thi s
house teas acquired in 1899 b y prominent Ne u:
Mexico ranch er and banker, Solomon Luna.
Mr. Luna lcaS a dir ect descendant of Domingo
de LU!Il/, ich o sett led in Los Lunas area shortly after th e reconquest of New M exico in 1693.
Th e house is presently occ upied by nieces of
Solomon LIlIW, Anita Bergere and May Ken 1II1e .

neij .

The stairictuj remains from th e original Fort
Mar cy days.

One original officer's house fireplace remains in the A. M. Bergere House.

Mexico an d held both positions until his death .
His first wife, Cora E. Whitford, died in 1905
and six years later he marri ed her girlhood frien d,
Donizetta Jones. After Hewett's death, Donizetta
Hewett continued to live in the remodele d officer's
residence until shortly before her death in 1960. Th e
building . served as headquarters for the School of
American Research from 1959 until 1972 when the
New Mexico Stat e Legislature passed an appropriatio n from the general fund:
"to the department of finance and administration for the purchase for the museum of ew
Mexico of the Hewett propert y owned by the
school of american research, and for the restoration of the property by th e museum of New
Mexico, one hundred fifty thou sand dollars
( $150,000 ) ; . . . ."
Containin g a central hallway, the interior of the
Fort Marcy Officer's Residence has also und ergone
some alteration. Much of the original wood trim is
still in pla ce, but some interior doors have been removed and three doorways have been plastered over.

The dou ble hung windows still retain their origin al
trim while the wooden staircase, situa ted in the centra l hallway, seems to be of recen t vintage and does
not resemble the set of stairs in the A. M. Bergere
House. Th e staircase is one of the few original features still to be found in the Bergere Residence; also
locat ed in this struc ture is an original military fireplac e. A second fireplace from one of the demolished officer's resid ences on Lincoln Avenu e is now
in a private Santa F e home and the Museum of New
Mexico has a staircase from another razed officer's
residence which was located on the site of the present Sears; Roebuck and Comp an y building. Historical records indicate the color and type of paint s
used as well as the materials emp loyed in the construction of the seven officer's residences. Renovation of the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence would
not be a guessing game but could be accura tely document ed step by step.
Th e original wooden plank floors in the Fort
Marcy Officer's Residence have been overlaid with
hardwood floorin g with the exception of one room

NMA July · A ug ust 1975

21

THE DORIC CREDIT UNION

QUALITY PRODUCTS for
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY
Space Frames
for

Telespar Tubing

Arch itects, Engineers, th eir Employees , Wiv es,

Metal Framing

and Ch ild ren

.... sT " Ul

is
ope n fo r depos its and loons
con tact you r c ha pte r sec reto ry
for membe rsh ip cords o r loon applicat ions

4820 PAN AMERICAN

HIGHWAY, N. E.

P. O. BOX 3128

(505) 881-0264

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110

915 Lead S. E.

Albuquerque, [ew Mexico 87104

YOU SftUE WITH NEW
•

,-~~~~~ru

GLOZED BLOCK WftLLS

METAL STORE FIXTURES
Beautiful . . . Functlonal
AVAILABLE LOCALLY

1Jisploll 'llexibilitll

REEVE f LO OR·lO-cE IL ING MERcHANDI SER w;l h glass shelves for new etevat ion s in dramatic d i splays. Eff ect ively used fo r bac5\ bays and area div iders.
Tens ion po les are double slotted on two sides w ith internal adjustable spring
act ion to ma intain r ig id ten sion . Un it can eas ily be moved to any location.
CLASSIC ISLAN DER w ith glas s she lves to comp lement item s on display. 30, 36
and 48 inch modules .
Exc lus ive New Mexico and West Texas distributor for full line of showcases,
metal i sland s, wa ll un its , shel ves, peg board hooks. w ire baskets, ha ng rod in stock for im medi ate de l ivery .

FEATHERLITE BLOCK CO., Box 489, Lubbock, Tex. 79408 , 806/763-820 2
FEATHERlITE BUILDING PRODUCTS CO., Box 9977, EI Paso, Tex. 79990
CREGOBLOCK COMPANY. INC., 6026 Second St. N.W., Albuq uerque . N.M.
505 /344-3475

YOU SftUE TIME/YOU SftUE MONEY
WITH THE ECONOMY OF BLOCK &THE PERFORMANCE OF GLAZE
22

NM A July · A ugust 1975

See our showroom or write
for free color catalog .

4914 Pan American Freeway, N. E.
Albuquerque , New Mexico 87109
505 881·9200

Th e dooncaij, side ligh ts and icood casing are original in th e Fort Mar cy Officer's Hou se.

As thi s magazin e goes to press, it has been an no unced
that on june 20, 1975 th e Fort Marcy Officer's House
was ente red on THE NATI ONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PLACES.
Photographs and Drawings:
Pag e 12. Richard Federici, Photographer.
Page 13. H. T. Hiester, Photographer, Museum of New Mexico collections.
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on th e south side sec ond level which is still in its
original state. Modem ceilings have been added and
in th e northeast room on th e first floor , a suspended
ac oustica l tile ce iling havin g fluorescent light pan els
has been installed . On th e sec ond floor , pla ster has
been app lied to th e undersid e of th e cross gab le
roof. Of th e four fireplaces in th e main portion of
th e hous e, one has been hidden behind a large
wooden cabinet and all hav e been alt er ed. A fifth
firepl ace locat ed in th e kitch en ha s been seal ed and
pla ced behind a frame partition separa ting th e entran ce to a root cella r from th e original kitch en.
H eating is presently provid ed by steam radiators.
Th e build ing cur re ntly serves as a work area
for Mu seum of ew Mexico sta ff in volved in prepari ng printed mat eri al for exhibits. For more than
half a century , th e resid ence has form ed an int egr al
part of th e environment surrounding the Mus eum
of New Mexico's historical downtown complex.
Structurally sound and conta ining most of its original features, th e F ort Mar cy Officer's Resid ence
could easily be reno vat ed by th e Mus eum of New
Mexico to serve as a military exhibit ar ea as well
as a fine example of th e Army's "Plan C" architectural styl e as it was ad apted in th e ea rly 1870's
jIlP
within th e T erritory of New Mexico.
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situat ion, we must make the most efficient use of
all our fuel s. The Council's report compared
gas applianc es versus electric appliances
and concluded :
"When the tota l system is considere d, all the
gas-fired app liances are more efficient than their
elect ric counterparts."
The Counc il found ga s home heating , c lothes
dry ing and water heating to be more than twice as
eff ic ient as electr ic .
.So, when you're buying appliances , choos e
Natural Gas app liances . And when you' re buy ing a
home , look for the Natural Energy Home sign .
Either way , you'll save money and conserve our
nat ion's prec ious natural resources.
If you want the job do ne right .. .
SOUTHERN UNION
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do it with gas .
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL

AlA FORM SERVICE
We give a 20 % discount to all AlA members and components on orders over $10.00-

This is a service of the New Mexico Society of Architects.
AlA FORM SERVICE
P. O. BOX 7415
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
87104
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Integrity and Beauty:
The concrete facts of Southwestern life.

Phrilci Laboratorlel and Lecture Hall on the Unlverlltr 01 New Mexico Campul
Architect: Pacheco and Graham
Structural Engineer: Robert Krause
ChemComp Concrete supplied br Springer Corp .

When you want minimized shrinkage cracking for absolute
structural integrity, durability and beauty, the concrete answer is
ChemComp, Southwestern Portland's expansive cement.
Check ChemComp's many advantages by writing for our
free brochure: Box 392 , EI Paso, Texas 79943.
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SOUTHWESTERN PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY
MAKERS OF El TORO CEI.1 ENTS / El PASO , AMARillO, ODESSA
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. . . . we have never found any product
of its type to equal TRUS JOIST . . .
When fellows like Alec P. Grossetete, La Mesa Builders', write
us letters, we don't need to write ads.
"We recently completed erect ion of the TRUS JOISTS or the
Taos Jr. High Gymnas ium, Taos, New Mexico. We understand t. iese
112 ft. joists are t he lo ngest span TRUS JOISTS ever furn ished or
erected in New Mexico. After a brief period of developing an erection
procedure method, with our light crane on the job site, we were able
to bet ter ou r originally estima ted t ime and erect ion costs by approximatel y t hirty percent.
" Since entering the com mercial-industrial co nstruction field in
1948, we have never found any product of it' s type to equal the
TRUS JOIST in the area of exped ient erect ion and versat ility of
building application: '

Geo. B. McGill
Building :
Taos Jr . High Gymnasium
Architect:
The Architect, Taos
Contrector: La Mesa Builders, Albuquerque

Armstrong Soundsoak accoustical screens provide effective separation of work stations, while contributing
substantially to accoustical and visual pr ivacy. They are
freestanding and easy to move. Covere d with tufted
nylon fabric in a choice of eight color s, Soundsoak
screens are effective and decorative, espe cially when
combined with Armstrong C60/ 30 ceiling systems.
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Inc.

3530 - C Pan Amer ican N.E.
Albuquerque 87107
Phone 505/345-4501

McGill - Stephens, Inc.
4100 Rio Bravo St., Suite 320
EI Paso, Texas 79902
Phone 915/544-4505

PEERLESS'"
CUSHIONED VINYL FLOORS . THE ULT IM AT E IN CUSTOM FLOORS FOR COMMERCI AL INSTALLATI ON. T HE
WHITE SHIELD BACK ALLOWS INSTALLATION ON OR
BELOW GRADE.
ASK TO SEE THE WIDE SELECTION OF BEAUT IFUL
PATTERNS IN PEERLESS CUSHIONED VINYL SHEET
GOODS. EXTRA RUGGED, YET SO BEAUTIFUL.

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION CALL :

COOK'S BUILDING SPECIALTIES
414 SECOND ST., S.W.

243-5541

ALBUQUERQUE , NEW MEXICO. P.O. BOX 834,87103

125 DALE, S. E.
P. O. BOX 2511 , ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87125
PHONE 877 -5340
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A LOST ART?
INTEGRAL SCU LPTURE IN MODERN
ARCHITECTU RE HAS BEEN CONSPICUOUS BY ITS ABSENCE!

Yet th is beautifu l build ing desig ned by
Architects Register and Brunet explore d
this integral relationship, thus renewi ng
a facet of design that has been
traditional with architecture since its
beginning .
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United States Co urt house
and Federal Build ing
Las Cruces, New Mexico

HYDRO

CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND ST., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

87103

